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Laurinda Abreu lectures in the Department of History at the University of Évora 

and is a full member of CIDEHUS (Interdisciplinary Centre of History, Cultures 

and Societies). She graduated in 1984 from the University of Coimbra, where she 

also gained her MA (1988) and PhD (1998) in Early Modern History, supervised 

by Prof. António de Oliveira. She is a corresponding member of Academy of the 

Portuguese History (2008) and Academy of the Navy (2020). 

Her master’s dissertation on the Setúbal Misericórdia launched her research 

career in the field of social history focusing on poor relief. Her involvement in the 

Portugaliae Monumenta Misericordiarum (2002–2010) sparked her interest in the 

links between poor relief and political power, which she developed through 

academic contacts made in the first EU project that she coordinated, Phoenix, 

Dynamics of Health and Welfare (2002–2010). This network gave rise to the 

Erasmus Mundus master’s (2008–2012) and doctoral (2011–2022) programmes 

in Dynamics of Health and Welfare, which she coordinated at the University of 

Évora; in 2013 she became the general director of the doctoral programme and, 

in that same year she was appointed President of the European Association for 

the History of Medicine and Health. Since 2015 she has been associate editor of 

its book series Clio Medica: Studies in the History of Medicine and Health, 

published by Brill. 

In terms of research, funding from the FCT (Foundation for Science and 

Technology) for four projects in which she was Principal Investigator resulted in 

a systematic survey of the documentation held by several institutions, involving 

the construction of substantial databases. Among other things, this allowed 

cross-referencing of Évora’s parish records (1535–1800) with those of the city’s 

Espírito Santo Hospital (1554-1755); merging of information from different central 

government sources on the training and careers of healthcare practitioners 

working in Portugal and its colonies (1435–1826); and a review of attempted 

reforms of the poor relief and public health sector (1780–1805). This investment 

led to the production of two books, both published in Portuguese by Gradiva and 

subsequently translated into English: O poder e os pobres: as dinâmicas políticas 

e sociais da pobreza e da assistência em Portugal (séculos XVI-XVIII), 2014, 

published by Routledge in 2016 as The Political and Social Dynamics of Poverty, 

Poor Relief and Health Care in Early-Modern Portugal; and Pina Manique: um 
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reformador no Portugal das Luzes, 2013, published by Cambridge Scholars 

Publishing, 2017, as Public Health and Social Reforms in Portugal (1780-1805). 

More recently her work has focused especially on epidemics in the longue durée 

and the political administration of healthcare resources. One of her papers on the 

latter topic, “Health care and the spread of medical knowledge in the Portuguese 

empire, particularly the Estado da Índia (sixteenth to eighteenth centuries)”, 

Medical History, 64(4), 2020, pp. 449–466, won the A.H. de Oliveira Marques 

Prize in Portuguese History (Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical 

Studies), in 2021. 
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